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stuck them on a pole, and wrote underneath them: [Here is] the 
mouth that spoke shamefully and the hand that stretched out 
arrogantly.” These he set up on a pike in sight of Jerusalem. 


[Reverting to the positions of the two authorities, we note that Meir 
holds it is permitted to fast on the day before or the day after a day on 
which it is prohibited to do so. | Hence in the view of R. Meir. there is 
no problem, for the purpose in listing Nicanor’ s day is to prohibit the 
day before the fourteenth. [That is, the thirteenth of Adar, Nicanor’ s 
day, is prohibited as to tasting. But it is permitted to fast on the 
twelfth.] 


But so far as R. Yosé is concerned, what is the day [that the 
specification of Nicanor’s day, namely, the thirteenth of Adar,] has 
come to prohibit [as to fasting]? If we deal with the day prior to the 
fourteenth of Adar. that is not possible, for it itself is forbidden as to 
fasting because of the fourteenth of Adar [that is Purim] 


The purpose of that specification of Nicanor’s day is to inform you that 
it is forbidden to mourn, [and the reference has nothing to do with 
fasting]. 


And even in the view of R. Meir this poses no problem. For has it not 
been taught, “On the twelfth of that month [of Adar] is Tirion’s day.” 


And R. Jacob bar Aha said, “Tirion’s day has been annulled, for it is 
the day on which Lulianos and Pappos were killed.” 


[Now Meir maintains that on the day after the thirteenth it is 
permitted, even on days on which one may not mourn. That poses no 
problem. For we have the following:| On the fourteenth and on the 
fifteenth of Adar is Purim, on which it is prohibited to mourn. On the 
sixteenth of Adar they began to build the wall of Jerusalem, so one 
may not mourn. 


Now in the view of R. Meir, that poses no problems. The specification 
of the day comes to prohibit [fasting] on the day before it [as at F]. 


But in the view of R. Yosé, what day does the specification of the 
prohibition of fasting come to prohibit [as at G]? 


As to prohibiting the day prior, that is not possible, for that day also is 
forbidden because of the fifteenth [Purim]. it comes to tell you [in 
Yosé’s view] that it is forbidden for mourning. 


Even in the view of R. Meir there is no problem, for has it not been 
taught: On the twelfth of that month [of Adar] is Tirion’s day? And R. 


